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Allow private sector in Monazite mining, ease rules: MEAI
PTI Nov 21, 2013, 08.10PM IST
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NEW DELHI: The government should allow private sector in mining of Monazite, which is the primary source of radioactive thorium, and ease rules and regulations to increase its production, an industry body of mining engineers today
said.
Thorium, a strategic metal, is an integral part of India's three-stage nuclear power programme.
The government should also relax rules and regulations for mining of other heavy minerals -- Ilmenite, Rutile, Zircon,
Garnet and Sillimanite -- and provide time bound clearances for increasing their production, the Mining
Engineers' Association of India President Arjeth Bagchhi said here.
"India's production of these heavy minerals are meagre compared to the vast reserves and resources available in the
country. Government needs to resolve issues related to land acquisition, energy, water and environment. The Beach
Sand Policy of 1998 also needs to be amended," he told reporters.
The six minerals are also known as beach sand minerals. Of them, India has large reserves of Ilmenite (through
which Titanium is extracted), Rutile, Zircon, Garnet and Monazite.
Currently only Indian Rare Earths Ltd (IREL), a PSU under Department of Atomic Energy, has the permission for
commercial exploitation of Monazite and thorium deposits in the country. As per official data, India's has 11.93 million
tonnes (MT) Monazite reserves, largest in the world. Production figures of Thorium are not available due to its
strategic importance.
"There is no logic behind not allowing Monazite mining by private sector, it is a national waste. It can bring mind
boggling benefits to the society, if companies other than IREL are allowed in the sector. Private sector is already
engaged in its production in many other countries," MEAI's former President T V Chowdary said.

The MEAI is hosting ninth edition of the International Heavy Minerals Conference in Vizag next week, which will
highlight various issues related to the sector.
Seeking faster clearances for mining beach sand minerals like Ilmenite, Chowdary said that over 80 per cent of sand
is thrown back on the beaches after extraction of the minerals and is should not be confused with illegal mining of
sand along the rivers.
"Beach sands can't be used for construction purposes... Clearances should take 9-10 months. Lessening the tiers
and quickening the clearances would help us in increasing production of heavy minerals," he said.
He also claimed that land acquisition policy for the beach sand mining should be eased as "unlike other minerals,
land is given back to the original owners only after 2-3 years, when mining is complete in the area".
India has over 500 million tonnes (MT) of Ilmenite reserves and resources, while production is only about 8 lakh
tonnes annually. For zircon, annual domestic production is 35,000 tonnes, while the resource base is over 32 MT.
The six heavy minerals are primarily found in 5 states -- Odisha, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala and
Maharashtra.

