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The Hindu 2013-11-28: The ninth international heavy minerals conference (HMC-2013) began on 

Wednesday with Minister for Mines and Geology Galla Aruna declaring that the State 

government would formulate new mineral policy to facilitate sanction of more mining leases and 

establishment of mining projects. She was speaking after inaugurating the three-day conference 

being held here – the first in India – under... more » 
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Industry wants rules for beach sand mining eased 

OUR BUREAU 

VISAKHAPATNAM, NOV 28:   

Industry leaders want rules for beach sand mining relaxed. They have also called for speedy clearances. 

According to them, beach sand mining does not have adverse ecological consequences and, therefore, the industry 
should be allowed to extract valuable minerals such as ilmenite from such sand for use in different sectors. 

The plea was made by them here on Wednesday evening at the inaugural of the ninth International Heavy Minerals 
Conference. The three-day conference, being held for the first time in India, was inaugurated by AP Mines Minister 
G. Aruna Kumari and it was attended by 60 delegates from abroad and 250 from within the country. It is being 
organised by the Mining Engineers' Association of India. 

The minister said that “AP with a coastline of 900 km possesses 153 million tonnes of heavy mineral beach sands 
from Icchapuram in Srikakulam district to Nizampatnam in Guntur district, with ilmenite accounting for 116 
million tonnes. The associate minerals such as garnet and sillimanite are estimated at 53 million tonnes.” Indian 
Rare Earths Ltd was the first to establish a processing plant for heavy minerals from beach sands. Trimex and other 
industries later entered the field, she said. 

Aruna Kumari said the mines department in the State was formulating a new mineral policy for removing hassles 
and to make it easier for the entrepreneurs. “However, we expect them to be conscious of environment and there 
should be no danger to olive ridley turtles in the north-coastal districts of Srikakulam, Vizianagaram and 
Visakhapatnam,” she said. 

T.V Chowdhary, chairman of the advisory committee, earlier spoke on behalf of the industry. He said it was 
becoming very difficult to obtain mining leases for extraction of minerals from beach sand and even after obtaining 
the lease the entrepreneurs had to wait nearly for a decade to start operations. “Even a turtle can stall the project,” 
he lamented. He also pleaded with the Government to allow monazite processing. 

Trevor Arran, the global president of Tronox Minerals Sands, South Africa, and R.N Patra, CMD of Indian Rare 
Earths Ltd, were honoured on the occasion. 

sarma.rs@thehindu.co.in 

(This article was published on November 28, 2013) 

Keywords: beach sand mining, AP sand mining, Andhra Pradesh,  
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AP to come out with new mining policy 

The Andhra Pradesh mining department was formulating a new policy to facilitate sanction of more mining leases and 

establishment of new projects, said Galla Aruna Kumari, mines and geology minister. 

 

She was here to inaugurate the 9th International Heavy Minerals conference-2013 recently. She said the AP Mineral 

Development Corporation was actively pursuing with the mines department for exploring heavy mineral beach sands for 

supply of raw materials to those who propose to set up beneficiation plants in the area. 

 

AP with a coastline of 900 km has about 153 million tonne heavy mineral beach sands. 
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Global meet on heavy minerals begins tomorrow in 

Vizag 

CH R. S. SARMA 
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VISAKHAPATNAM, NOV 26:   

The Mining Engineers‟ Association of India, a national body of 5,000 mining engineers, is organising the 
ninth international Heavy Minerals Conference, HMC-2013, here with the theme of overcoming 
challenges in the sector. 

It is the first time that HMC-2013 is being organised in the country and it will host 275 delegates from all 
major heavy mineral mining countries like Australia, Canada, Africa, the USA, China, Vietnam, Sri 
Lanka, Europe, and India to discuss the technical, managerial and business challenges and opportunities 
in the sector, according to a press release. 

The 3-day conference beginning on Wednesday will be inaugurated at 6 p.m. by State Minister for Mines 
& Geology, G. Aruna Kumari. 

http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/industry-and-economy/global-meet-on-heavy-minerals-begins-tomorrow-in-vizag/article5393426.ece
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/industry-and-economy/global-meet-on-heavy-minerals-begins-tomorrow-in-vizag/article5393426.ece
javascript:toggle();
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/industry-and-economy/global-meet-on-heavy-minerals-begins-tomorrow-in-vizag/article5393426.ece#comments
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/industry-and-economy/global-meet-on-heavy-minerals-begins-tomorrow-in-vizag/article5393426.ece?css=print
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/industry-and-economy/global-meet-on-heavy-minerals-begins-tomorrow-in-vizag/article5393426.ece
https://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://www.thehindubusinessline.com/industry-and-economy/global-meet-on-heavy-minerals-begins-tomorrow-in-vizag/article5393426.ece%26gl%3DIN%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-hindu_site_html%26hideleadgen%3D1%26ai0%3DCP2SZmvSnUpHyKaqumgXs6IH4CazZmooEpLnA4WvNl-t3EAEgvYO_E1C5y4YxYOWa6YPgDqABpIny4QPIAQGpAqL1GQQ-l1E-qAMBqgTlAU_QYWBL4S-8w1PY3q-ovfcfZK_3asef7ZLmwfzAszZmdHbif8LCOKGJNcWpQPU4kE0NSOL1RzDESn4z2MiLMnLs7EJlSwE60uEs11UEKW-HIXcR0VVx2B8oB6i2DHSe6U1Khj8MpD6NiRC58-nvJVv0oIaX-Zlr9_GBqdoY0Ohi2CJykeq5DnyKPP5HpN0_5irhrtXMA_cDFVI2rji_tx3KvQENWUHeQ5p-63cLPjaInxtWCvqGbP7mMj7j2nwTN2I1K2ZVNHJCorjDA1PHqkEeyiRbIImhmyt_1D3BMia6OUs_WUWAB8T2jR4&usg=AFQjCNEm3mtZAidB0jjS8_TvmZAqqxW2Rg
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CP2SZmvSnUpHyKaqumgXs6IH4CazZmooEpLnA4WvNl-t3EAEgvYO_E1C5y4YxYOWa6YPgDqABpIny4QPIAQGpAqL1GQQ-l1E-qAMBqgTlAU_QYWBL4S-8w1PY3q-ovfcfZK_3asef7ZLmwfzAszZmdHbif8LCOKGJNcWpQPU4kE0NSOL1RzDESn4z2MiLMnLs7EJlSwE60uEs11UEKW-HIXcR0VVx2B8oB6i2DHSe6U1Khj8MpD6NiRC58-nvJVv0oIaX-Zlr9_GBqdoY0Ohi2CJykeq5DnyKPP5HpN0_5irhrtXMA_cDFVI2rji_tx3KvQENWUHeQ5p-63cLPjaInxtWCvqGbP7mMj7j2nwTN2I1K2ZVNHJCorjDA1PHqkEeyiRbIImhmyt_1D3BMia6OUs_WUWAB8T2jR4&num=1&sig=AOD64_0KvPQE-QZbPR4tfbb5pBz95FC3Vw&client=ca-hindu_site_html&adurl=http://avivaindia.com/library/flash/advertisement/Campaign2/i-life2/aviva_i-life2.html%3Fkey%3DOnlineDirectMarketingCampaignSearch%26utm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3DCPC%26utm_campaign%3DC2-Aviva-New-Placement-Content-04-April-2013
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CP2SZmvSnUpHyKaqumgXs6IH4CazZmooEpLnA4WvNl-t3EAEgvYO_E1C5y4YxYOWa6YPgDqABpIny4QPIAQGpAqL1GQQ-l1E-qAMBqgTlAU_QYWBL4S-8w1PY3q-ovfcfZK_3asef7ZLmwfzAszZmdHbif8LCOKGJNcWpQPU4kE0NSOL1RzDESn4z2MiLMnLs7EJlSwE60uEs11UEKW-HIXcR0VVx2B8oB6i2DHSe6U1Khj8MpD6NiRC58-nvJVv0oIaX-Zlr9_GBqdoY0Ohi2CJykeq5DnyKPP5HpN0_5irhrtXMA_cDFVI2rji_tx3KvQENWUHeQ5p-63cLPjaInxtWCvqGbP7mMj7j2nwTN2I1K2ZVNHJCorjDA1PHqkEeyiRbIImhmyt_1D3BMia6OUs_WUWAB8T2jR4&num=1&sig=AOD64_0KvPQE-QZbPR4tfbb5pBz95FC3Vw&client=ca-hindu_site_html&adurl=http://avivaindia.com/library/flash/advertisement/Campaign2/i-life2/aviva_i-life2.html%3Fkey%3DOnlineDirectMarketingCampaignSearch%26utm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3DCPC%26utm_campaign%3DC2-Aviva-New-Placement-Content-04-April-2013


  

Arjeth Bagchhi, MEAI President, says in the note that “mining is like oxygen to infrastructure, housing 
and manufacturing sectors. Even service sector cannot do without it. The industry is still in the nascent 
stage in India and needs encouragement. Sustainable and eco-friendly mining for heavy minerals will be 
our objective.‟‟ 

The country has huge deposits of ilmenite along the coast from Ratnagiri in Maharashtra to Puri in 
Odisha and the country, which till 1940 contributed 80 per cent of global requirement, is now 
contributing a mere 10 per cent only. 

With the private sector, including foreign investments, being allowed from 1998 to mine heavy mineral 
deposits in Andhra Pradesh, Odisha, Tamil Nadu & Kerala, the industry has so far been able to make 
only limited progress. 

The association seeks faster clearances on land acquisition, environment clearances, forest clearances, 
and grant of mining leases. It also seeks legislation to protect mineral bearing lands. 

sarma.rs@thehindu.co.in 

(This article was published on November 26, 2013) 

Keywords: Mining Engineers Association of India, mining engineers, heavy minerals, international 
heavy minerals conference, HMC-2013, heavy mineral mining countries, 
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Simplify norms for mining beach sand minerals: 

MEAI 
Visakhapatnam, Dec 1, 2013, (PTI) 

 

 

Government should ease rules and procedures for giving leases for exploration of beach sand 

minerals that are found in abundance on the country's large coastline, an engineers' association has 

said. 

 

Beach sand minerals are primarily of 6 types -- Ilmenite, Rutile, Zircon, Garnet, Monazite and Sillimanite. Of 

these, private sector is not allowed to mine Monazite, which is the primary source of radio-active thorium, a 

strategic metal and integral part of India's three-stage nuclear power programme. 

 

According to the Mining Engineers' Association of India, which hosted ninth edition of the International Heavy 

Minerals (IHM) Conference here, Indian resources of Ilmenite constitute 35 per cent and Monazite 71 per cent 

of world resources. 

 

"It takes about 8-9 years to secure the lease for mining in beach sand deposits and separation of heavy 

minerals. The industry has to go through maze of regulations, including clearances from Department of 

Atomic Energy and no objection certificate for mining in the Coastal Regulatory Zone (CRZ) from various 

authorities," MEAI President Arjeth Bagchhi said. 

 

Time bound clearances for mining of the 5 heavy minerals can do wonders for the country as the industry 

plays a critical role in day-to-day activities, he said. 

 

For example, Ilmenite used in making titanium metal and titanium di-oxide pigments, which is critical raw 

material source for making things like paints, paper and plastic. 

 

 

 

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/372138/simplify-norms-mining-beach-sand.html


  

 

Similarly, Rutile is used in Aerospace and defence sectors, while Garnet is used waterjet cutting and sand 

blasting. Sillimanite and Zircon are used for refractory and ceramics products. The minerals are found mainly 

in 5 states --Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh, Odisha and Maharashtra. 

 

"Lessening the tiers and quickening the clearances would help us in increasing production of heavy minerals 

and thereby bringing valuable foreign exchange to the country," he said, while noting that most of the heavy 

minerals get exported due to lack of value-addition facilities. 

 

MEAI's former President T V Chowdary said that some misconception has emerged in recent times due to 

some reports on illegal sand mining, which has clubbed heavy minerals mining with sand mining. 

 

Unlike sands available along the river, beach sands can not be used for construction purposes and mining of 

heavy minerals is very much environment friendly, he said. 

 

"After separation of the minerals, the free sand, which constitutes more than 80 per cent of the total mined 

sands, is pumped back (to the mined areas) for back filling. They are then put under a green canopy via 

scientific social afforestation techniques," he said. 

 

According to official data, India has over 500 million tonne (MT) of Ilmenite reserves and resources, while its 

production is only about 8 lakh tonne annually. For zircon, annual domestic production is 35,000 tonne, while 

the resource base is over 32 MT. There are only 6-7 companies in the sector in India, including IREL, a PSU. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Publication : Mining Weekly 

Link  : http://www.miningweekly.com/article/mining-engineers-seeks-relaxation-of-beach-sand-

mining-rules-2013-12-02 

Mining engineers seek relaxation of beach 
sand mining rules 
  

By: Ajoy K Das 
2nd December 2013  

TEXT SIZE 

  

KOLKATA (miningweekly.com) - The Mining Engineers Association of India (MEAI) has appealed to the government to 

relax rules for beach sand mineral mining to allow for increased exploration for six minerals found along the country’s 

coastline. 

According to the association, it takes eight to nine years to get a lease to mine beach sands as well as a host of 

clearances from multiple agencies such as the Department of Atomic Energy, the Coastal Regulatory Zone - for an 

environment clearance - and the provincial governments. 

The MEAI said that a time-bound granting of mining leases could fast-track India to global leader status in the mining of at 

least five beach sand minerals. 

Beach sand minerals comprised ilmenite, rutile, zircon, garnet, monazite and sillimanite and of these the Indian 

government does not permit private sector participation in the mining of monazite, the primary source of thorium, which 

was considered strategic by the government. 

According to the MEAI, Indian ilmenite resources constitute 35% of the global resource, while over 70% of the global 

resource of monazite was in India, which indicated untapped potential. 

It also rued the fact that, in recent months, beach sand mining had been confused with the illegal mining of sand in coastal 

regions and river beds, which had resulted in a blanket ban on all kinds of beach sand mining, which was proving 

detrimental to the growth of mineral mining along the coast. 

Although the Indian government had framed a beach sand mining policy in 1998, not much progress had been made 

under the policy and the industry had not reached its full potential, the association said. 

Local activists had been protesting in recent months against illegal mining of beaches in the Tuticorin, Tirunelvelli and 

Kanyakumari districts in the southern Indian province of Tamil Nadu. According to a complaint lodged with the 

administration, 230 000 t of beach sand had been mined illegally in just one village and activists had written to the 

provincial and federal governments alleging that $14-billion worth of beach sand had been exported illegally through false 

declaration of thorium content in the monazite. 

Thorium has to be separated from monazite through processing and government regulations only permitted export of 

monazite with a thorium content of less than 25%. 

The National Green Tribunal has imposed a ban on beach sand mining along the entire coastline but the Supreme Court 

had taken a stand against the 100% ban on such mining. 

MEAI said that the controversies over illegal mining, and the absence of effective monitoring and policy were negatives 

impacting on the legitimate growth of and exploration for heavy minerals in the country. 

Edited by: Esmarie Swanepoel 
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Andhra Pradesh to formulate new mineral policy 
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Minister for Mines and Geology Galla Aruna inaugurating the international heavy minerals conference in Visakhapatnam 
on Wednesday. Photo: K.R. Deepak 

 

Galla Aruna inaugurates three-day ninth international heavy minerals conference 

The ninth international heavy minerals conference (HMC-2013) began on Wednesday with Minister for 

Mines and Geology Galla Aruna declaring that the State government would formulate new mineral policy 

to facilitate sanction of more mining leases and establishment of mining projects. She was speaking after 

inaugurating the three-day conference being held here – the first in India – under the aegis of Mining 

Engineers‟ Association of India (MEAI). 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Visakhapatnam/andhra-pradesh-to-formulate-new-mineral-policy/article5400896.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Visakhapatnam/andhra-pradesh-to-formulate-new-mineral-policy/article5400896.ece
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cec-CV_OnUvLkN-3UmQW5roDgB8Cz8-EEwJm9i4cBlMzezTQQASC9g78TUM204tb8_____wFg5Zrpg-AOyAEBqQJ8K3c-uhO3PqgDAaoEvwFP0GFNj-W3UpDhljlI5fIWFSx-itY14r3XZxCw_Ywk2VpawWSpqn2fSudI7b1EOv7eXkUsGbcEWzOSI8Ce3TxNje5cQaJW4fGb9qSf7AhgjvPLtmI_DwzKnCIpQiEuBmXvUSGauL6A4RGQUs9PQh4EvZB4OBCwmbD_bU2Ygu1pEgIi-xmRge_SOSXkZU1CwULGSj0UddlDvrCxrB3LN-_F7KzsKzYDOXsFd5hFIuXKfFyWOsOJOQbftW3G5ZjNjoAH8PifGw&num=1&sig=AOD64_1rUyZFAZVdQ5-sDa5puukNJtiIMQ&client=ca-hindu_site_html&adurl=http://www.illig.de/en/illigmaschinenbau
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cec-CV_OnUvLkN-3UmQW5roDgB8Cz8-EEwJm9i4cBlMzezTQQASC9g78TUM204tb8_____wFg5Zrpg-AOyAEBqQJ8K3c-uhO3PqgDAaoEvwFP0GFNj-W3UpDhljlI5fIWFSx-itY14r3XZxCw_Ywk2VpawWSpqn2fSudI7b1EOv7eXkUsGbcEWzOSI8Ce3TxNje5cQaJW4fGb9qSf7AhgjvPLtmI_DwzKnCIpQiEuBmXvUSGauL6A4RGQUs9PQh4EvZB4OBCwmbD_bU2Ygu1pEgIi-xmRge_SOSXkZU1CwULGSj0UddlDvrCxrB3LN-_F7KzsKzYDOXsFd5hFIuXKfFyWOsOJOQbftW3G5ZjNjoAH8PifGw&num=1&sig=AOD64_1rUyZFAZVdQ5-sDa5puukNJtiIMQ&client=ca-hindu_site_html&adurl=http://www.illig.de/en/illigmaschinenbau
https://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Visakhapatnam/andhra-pradesh-to-formulate-new-mineral-policy/article5400896.ece%26gl%3DIN%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-hindu_site_html%26hideleadgen%3D1%26ai0%3DCec-CV_OnUvLkN-3UmQW5roDgB8Cz8-EEwJm9i4cBlMzezTQQASC9g78TUM204tb8_____wFg5Zrpg-AOyAEBqQJ8K3c-uhO3PqgDAaoEvwFP0GFNj-W3UpDhljlI5fIWFSx-itY14r3XZxCw_Ywk2VpawWSpqn2fSudI7b1EOv7eXkUsGbcEWzOSI8Ce3TxNje5cQaJW4fGb9qSf7AhgjvPLtmI_DwzKnCIpQiEuBmXvUSGauL6A4RGQUs9PQh4EvZB4OBCwmbD_bU2Ygu1pEgIi-xmRge_SOSXkZU1CwULGSj0UddlDvrCxrB3LN-_F7KzsKzYDOXsFd5hFIuXKfFyWOsOJOQbftW3G5ZjNjoAH8PifGw&usg=AFQjCNF-p446AM02pDDMmeCYMVNKXTUQUQ


  

 

Some 275 delegates, including 60 from Australia, Canada, Africa, US, China, Vietnam, Sri Lanka, and 

Europe are attending the conference. 

The event with the theme „overcoming new challenges‟ will discuss the technical, managerial, business 

opportunities and challenges facing the sector world-wide. 

Ms. Aruna said Andhra Pradesh with a coastline of 900 km had 153 million ton heavy mineral beach 

sands from Ichhapuram in Srikakulam to Nizampatnam in Guntur district. She said the State was 

rapidly emerging as a prime destination for exploration of minerals by foreign investors and hoped that 

the valuable contributions made by the delegates at the HMC-2013 would be motivating factors for 

developing the mining industry in future. 

State‟s objective 

She said the State‟s objective was to have proper legislation as envisaged in the National Mineral Policy 

for accelerated development in the mining sector. She said: “We have also asked the industry to ensure 

mining is done responsibly and in an eco-friendly manner keeping ecological balance in mind and 

support local community with better livelihood and job creation.” 

Mines and Geology Principal Secretary Sabyasachi Ghosh and Director of Mines and Geology B.R.V. 

Susheel Kumar said the State government was keen on encouraging investors in exploration of heavy 

mineral beach sand with eco-friendly technologies. HMC-2013 chairman T.V. Chowdary called for 

simplification of procedures for giving leases to exploration of beach minerals. Owing to cumbersome 

process, only a negligible amount was being explored, he stated. 

President of MEAI and HMC-2013 principal convener Arjeth Bagchhi welcomed the gathering. 

Prominent guests included Trevor Arran, global president, Tronox Mineral Sands, South Africa, Steve 

Gilman, Partner & Consultants, TZ Minerals International, Australia, P.S. Parihar, Director, Atomic 

Minerals Directorate for Exploration & Research, India and R.N. Patra, Chairman-cum-Managing 

Director of Indian Rare Earth Limited. 

Keywords: mineral policy, heavy minerals conference, HMC-2013, Mining Engineers‟ Association of 

India 
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The ninth international heavy minerals conference (HMC-2013) began on Wednesday with Minister for Mines and 

Geology Galla Aruna declaring that the State government would formulate new mineral policy to facilitate sanction 

of more mining leases and establishment of mining projects. She was speaking after inaugurating the three-day 

conference being held here – the first in India – under the aegis of Mining Engineers‟ Association of India (MEAI). 

Some 275 delegates, including 60 from Australia, Canada, Africa, US, China, Vietnam, Sri Lanka, and Europe are 

attending the conference. 

The event with the theme „overcoming new challenges‟ will discuss the technical, managerial, business 

opportunities and challenges facing the sector world-wide. 

Ms. Aruna said Andhra Pradesh with a coastline of 900 km had 153 million ton heavy mineral beach sands from 

Ichhapuram in Srikakulam to Nizampatnam in Guntur district. She said the State was rapidly emerging as a prime 

destination for exploration of minerals by foreign investors and hoped that the valuable contributions made by the 

delegates at the HMC-2013 would be motivating factors for developing the mining industry in future. 

She said the State‟s objective was to have proper legislation as envisaged in the National Mineral Policy for 

accelerated development in the mining sector. She said: “We have also asked the industry to ensure mining is done 

responsibly and in an eco-friendly manner keeping ecological balance in mind and support local community with 

better livelihood and job creation.” 

Mines and Geology Principal Secretary Sabyasachi Ghosh and Director of Mines and Geology B.R.V. Susheel Kumar 

said the State government was keen on encouraging investors in exploration of heavy mineral beach sand with eco-

friendly technologies. HMC-2013 chairman T.V. Chowdary called for simplification of procedures for giving leases 

to exploration of beach minerals. Owing to cumbersome process, only a negligible amount was being explored, he 

stated. 

President of MEAI and HMC-2013 principal convener Arjeth Bagchhi welcomed the gathering. 

Prominent guests included Trevor Arran, global president, Tronox Mineral Sands, South Africa, Steve Gilman, 

Partner & Consultants, TZ Minerals International, Australia, P.S. Parihar, Director, Atomic Minerals Directorate for 

Exploration & Research, India and R.N. Patra, Chairman-cum-Managing Director of Indian Rare Earth Limited. 
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AP to come out with new mining policy 

BS Reporter/Visakhapatnam 30 Nov 13 | 12:53 AM 

The Andhra Pradesh mining department was formulating a new policy to facilitate sanction of more 
mining leases and establishment of new projects, said Galla Aruna Kumari, mines and geology 
minister. 

She was here to inaugurate the 9th International Heavy Minerals conference-2013 recently. She 
said the AP Mineral Development Corporation was actively pursuing with the mines department for 
exploring heavy mineral beach sands for supply of raw materials to those who propose to set up 
beneficiation plants in the area. 

AP with a coastline of 900 km has about 153 million tonne heavy mineral beach sands. 
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Andhra Pradesh to formulate new mineral policy 
  Nov, 28 2013 at 02:33 PM 

Ga
lla Aruna inaugurates three-day ninth international heavy minerals conference The ninth international heavy 
minerals conference (HMC-2013) began on Wednesday with Minister for Mines and Geology Galla Aruna 
declaring that th...  

 
Story Highlights 
 
Galla Aruna inaugurates three-day ninth international heavy minerals conference The ninth international heavy minerals 

conference (HMC-2013) began on Wednesday with Minister for Mines and Geology Galla Aruna declaring that the State 

government would formulate new mineral policy to facilitate sanction of more mining leases and establishment of mining 

projects. 

She said: “We have also asked the industry to ensure mining is done responsibly and in an eco-friendly manner keeping 

ecological balance in mind and support local community with better livelihood and job creation.” 

Prominent guests included Trevor Arran, global president, Tronox Mineral Sands, South Africa, Steve Gilman, Partner & 

Consultants, TZ Minerals International, Australia, P.S. Parihar, Director, Atomic Minerals Directorate for Exploration & 
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Research, India and R.N. Patra, Chairman-cum-Managing Director of Indian Rare Earth Limited. 
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3-day mineral meet in Vizag 

Tradition forms future - Global market leader thermoforming & packaging technology! www.illig.de 

STAFF REPORTER 

Mining Engineer‟s Association of India observed that proper extraction of heavy minerals would pave 

way India to become super-power in processing and exporting of heavy minerals which were abundant 

all along the coastal areas. 

It felt that there was huge scope for industrialisation and economic activity with the optimum utilisation 

of natural resources. 

MEAI in association with South African Institute of Mining and Metallurgy and Trimex Sands Private 

Limited is organising three-day Heavy Mineral Conference-2013 in Novotel convention hall of 

Visakhapatnam from Wednesday. 

MEAI president and Director of TSPL Arijit Bagchi said that the event would be historic since it would 

discuss the challenges in heavy mineral exploration, government policies and industrial needs. 

According to him, India is known for ancient heritage in mining and processing of several minerals and 

benefited the society. 

A German chemist Schimberg discovered the heavy mineral deposits in India in 1909 itself. 

A spokesperson of the Trimex Sands Private Limited told media in Srikakulam that the mineral 

exploration would make backward areas like Srikakulam to become rich with spur of economic activity. 

He said that such international conferences will help technocrats to understand the latest developments 

in the sector. 
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International Heavy Minerals Conference-2013 underway 

Experts felt that India has the requisite resources, technology and personnel to become the number 

one in the titanium mineral sector 

Visakhapatnam City, November 28, 2013 

Speakers at the technical sessions on the second day of the International Heavy Minerals 

Conference 2013 being organized here in Visakhapatnam, experts felt that India has the requisite 

resources, technology and personnel to become the number one in the titanium mineral sector. 

Steve Gilman of TZ Minerals Internationals said that India was currently in the fifth position globally 

in the sector and it could surpass other countries with the resources, technologies and personnel 

available in the country. The issues like the fact that mineral rich sands were available only in the 

heavily populated areas. The availability of fresh water was also a critical factor and the energy cots 

in India were very high, he said. He said that if these resources could be addressed, India has the 

potential to become the global leader. 

Ram Choudhry of Mineral Technologies spoke about the mineral sands processing technologies and 

the need for constant innovation. He said high grade ores were available in India but the mineral 

composition was complex and therefore complex processing plants would be needed in India and 

Sri Lanka, he said. Prameeth Ramsaywok of Exxaro Resources Limited and Uwe Konig of Mining XRD 

spoke in the meeting. 
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3-DAY MINERAL MEET IN VIZAG 
 

Mining Engineer’s Association of India observed that proper extraction of heavy minerals would pave way India to 

become super-power in processing and exporting of heavy minerals which were abundant all along the coastal 

areas. 

It felt that there was huge scope for industrialization and economic activity with the optimum utilization of natural 

resources. 

MEAI in association with South African Institute of Mining and Metallurgy and Trimex Sands Private Limited is 

organizing three-day Heavy Mineral Conference-2013 in Novotel convention hall of Visakhapatnam from 

Wednesday. 

MEAI president and Director of TSPL Arijit Bagchi said that the event would be historic since it would discuss the 

challenges in heavy mineral exploration, government policies and industrial needs. According to him, India is 

known for ancient heritage in mining and processing of several minerals and benefited the society. 

A German chemist Schimberg discovered the heavy mineral deposits in India in 1909 itself. 

A spokesperson of the Trimex Sands Private Limited told media in Srikakulam that the mineral exploration would 

make backward areas like Srikakulam to become rich with spur of economic activity. 

He said that such international conferences will help technocrats to understand the latest developments in the 

sector. 
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International Heavy Minerals Conference 2013 held at Visakhapatnam, AP 
Nov.29,2013 

Posted on TheCareerShaper.Com 

inShare 

The 9th International Heavy Minerals Conference (HMC 2013) was held in 
Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh from 27 to 29 November 2013. 

The biennial International conference is ninth in a series of conferences that focus 
on the heavy minerals industry. This International conference was held for the first 

time in India by the Mining Engineers Association of India (MEAI) in collaboration 
with and support from the Government of India, other professional organisations 

and industry. 

The Conference theme is: Overcoming New Challenges. 

The aim of HMC 2013 was to discuss the technical, managerial, business 

opportunities and challenges facing the sector worldwide. Delegates attended the 
conference including from Australia, Canada, Africa, US, China, Vietnam, Srilanka 

and Europe. 

The earlier editions of the conference were held in diverse places as Cape Town 

(SA), Jacksonville (US) Fermantle & Perth(Australia) etc. The first conference held 
in Kwazulu Natal (SA) and the previous conference held in Perth. 

Heavy Minerals 
 

The Minerals with a density greater than 2.9 g/cm3 are called as heavy minerals. 
Examples of heavy minerals include garnet, zircon, tourmaline, topaz, magnetite, 

hematite, apatite, kyanite, glauconite, etc 
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BUSINESS 
MEAI ANNOUNCES IXTH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON HEAVY MINERAL MINING 

Friday, 22 November 2013 | PNS | New Delhi 

 
Mining Engineers‟ Association of India on Thursday announced the IXth 
international Heavy Minerals Conference -2013 with the theme “Overcoming 
New Challenges” to be held at Vizag. 
This HMC-2013 is the first in the country and will host over 275 delegates from all major 
Heavy Mineral Mining  countries like Australia, Canada, Africa, US, china,  Vietnam, Sri 
lanka, Europe, India etc discussing the technical, Managerial & Business challenges & 
opportunities facing the sector world wide.        

The Conference theme is: Overcoming New Challenges. 

The aim of HMC 2013 was to discuss the technical, managerial, business opportunities and 
challenges facing the sector worldwide. Delegates attended the conference including from 
Australia, Canada, Africa, US, China, Vietnam, Srilanka and Europe. 

The earlier editions of the conference were held in diverse places as Cape Town (SA), 
Jacksonville (US) Fermantle & Perth(Australia) etc. The first conference held in Kwazulu 
Natal (SA) and the previous conference held in Perth. 
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Prevent use of mineral-rich sands for other uses’ 

Steel Raw Materials - Quality Steel Plates & Sheets At Competitive Prices. Get A 

Quote!www.power2sme.com/Steel 

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

Beach sand mining for extraction of heavy minerals is an economically profitable as well as eco-friendly 

activity and the Indian government should take steps to prevent use of mineral-rich sands for other 

activities and encourage the industry, president of the Mining Engineers‟ Association of India Arjeth 

Bagchi has said. 

At the end of the three-day International Heavy Minerals Conference in Visakhapatnam on Friday, he 

said it was the conclusion of the speakers at the conference, and he expressed happiness that it had gone 

very well. 

“Fortunately, the cyclone threat receded and the deliberations are very fruitful. We will finalise the 

recommendations to the Government of India after studying the views of all the Indian and foreign 

delegates,” he said. 

He said the Government of India had formulated the beach sand mining policy guidelines in 1998. 

“But we feel not enough progress has been made due to various factors. The proposals have not fructified 

and, therefore, the government should now take proactive steps to promote the industry.” 

„No harm to turtles‟ 

Areas such as Srikakulam could be developed only if the government allowed such activity, Mr Bagchi 

said. “The industry is responsible and takes all the precautions to conserve the ecology and it should not 

be stifled,” he added. 

On the concluding day, Sujata, a representative of Trimex Sands, spoke about the steps being taken to 

protect the nesting places of Olive Ridley turtles along the beach in Srikakulam district near the project 

area. 

“It is a sporadic nesting zone for the turtles between November and March, according to researchers 

from Andhra University.  
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Even then, we are taking all steps to leave the turtles undisturbed during the period. We have constituted 

an eco-promotion cell involving local people to conserve them,” she explained. She spoke at length about 

the corporate social responsibility initiatives of the company in the area, including providing dialysis 

services to patients with kidney ailments. 

Mohandas of the Atomic Energy Regulatory Board spoke about the radiological issues related to beach 

sand mining. 

He said only monazite, a mineral extracted from the sands, contained in very small quantities thorium 

and uranium, but even then its processing was not being allowed to prevent any exposure to radiation. 

He spoke about the methods being used to dispose it, the stringent guidelines laid down for the purpose, 

and the enforcement mechanism. 

Keywords: Beach sand mining, heavy mineral extraction, Mining Engineers‟ Association 
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INTERNATIONAL HEAVY MINERALS CONFERENCE 2013 HELD AT 

VISAKHAPATNAM, AP 

 
 

 

The 9th International Heavy Minerals Conference (HMC 2013) was held in Visakhapatnam, Andhra 

Pradesh from 27 to 29 November 2013. 

 

The biennial International conference is ninth in a series of conferences that focus on the heavy 

minerals industry. This International conference was held for the first time in India by the Mining 

Engineers Association of India (MEAI) in collaboration with and support from the Government of 

India, other professional organisations and industry. 

                                                                        

The Conference theme is: Overcoming New Challenges. 

 

The aim of HMC 2013 was to discuss the technical, managerial, business opportunities and 

challenges facing the sector worldwide. Delegates attended the conference including from 

Australia, Canada, Africa, US, China, Vietnam, Srilanka and Europe. 

 

The earlier editions of the conference were held in diverse places as Cape Town (SA), Jacksonville 

(US) Fermantle & Perth(Australia) etc. The first conference held in Kwazulu Natal (SA) and the 

previous conference held in Perth. 

 

The Minerals with a density greater than 2.9 g/cm3 are called as heavy minerals. Examples of heavy 

minerals include garnet, zircon, tourmaline, topaz, magnetite, hematite, apatite, kyanite, 

glauconite, etc. 
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