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UDAIPUR TIMES
By Zaheer Abbas | Published: Nov 1, 2013 | Last Updated: Nov 1, 2013 @ 17:59

Indian Mining Day: Celebration by Mining
Engineers’ Association
The Mining Engineers’ Association of India – Rajasthan Chapter Udaipur celebrated Indian Mining Day on 01st November at noon.
The program included a Technical Talk on the topic “Safety Problems of Deeper Opencast Mines”.
The Talk was delivered by S. M. Suthar, Director of Mines, Directorate General of Mines Safety, Govt of India, Udaipur.
In the Programme, R. P. Gupta, A. K. Kothari, Y. C. Gupta, Dr. S. S. Rathore, Dr. S. C. Jain and N. C. Bansal along with about 50 other
Mining Engineers gave their valuable suggestions.

S. M. Suthar in his talk suggested that the problem will be sorted out in case deeper open cast mines are converted into
underground mines.
Safety problems of Rampura Agucha Mines of Hindustan Zinc Limited were also discussed in details.
Slope stability radar is used for monitoring of slopes. Vice-Chairman Dr. S. S. Rathore welcomed the speaker S. M. Suthar and a
memento was presented to the speaker by A. K. Kothari, Vice-President, MEAI.
Vote of thanks was given by I. S. Surana, Chairman, Technical talk Committee.
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MINING SECTOR WOES DUE TO GOVT APATHY
Saturday, 02 November 2013 | PNS | BHUBANESWAR | in Bhubaneswar

The Society of Geoscientists and Allied Technologists (SGAT), in association with the Mining
Engineers’ association of India, observed the Indian Mining Day here on Friday where speakers
were unanimous in their view that this sector, which is vital to the economy of the country, is slowly
getting into deeper trouble due to Government apathy and misconception among the general public.
This was the first-ever Indian Mining Day celebrated in the country.

SGAT President Dr SK Sarangi gave a background note to the celebration of the day, which is being held at more
than 20 locations across the country. He said mining is an activity critical to the economic growth of the country and
it cannot be stopped.

Prof SP Bannerjee, former Director-in-Charge of the Dhanbad-based Indian School of Mining, spoke on the theme
„Save mining, save the country‟. He spoke on the evolution of the mineral policies, performance of various sectors of
the mining industry and the relationship of the mining industry with other stakeholders in mining. He advised the
mining engineers and earth scientists to pay heed to the needs for environment, forests and the community near the
mining areas.

Other speakers highlighted the cumbersome process that has been set in motion by the Government of late which
has made sure that even the law-abiding miners would find it impossible to negotiate. Their grievance was that it
now takes years to get simple approvals and then one has to negotiate the public hearings where vested interests
with no link to the community come up with all manners of objections. The role of NGOs with their own hidden
agenda also came up for sharp criticism and the media was requested to highlight it for public awareness.

It was also pointed out by the speakers that the last time prospecting was done with due seriousness in the country
was in the 1970s. Lack of activity is discouraging bright students to study mining and allied subjects which is
reflected in India producing only a few hundred mining engineers per year while China produces them in thousands.

During an interaction, the topic of the role of mining professionals in causing the present crisis in the mining sector
came up for discussion and it was acknowledged that they have an important role to play shaping the image of the
industry among the public. A vote of thanks was offered by SGAT general secretary BC Patnaik. Others who spoke
included BK Mohanty, Dr RC Mohanty and Prabhakar Rout.
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BS Reporter | Chennai
October 31, 2013 Last Updated at 20:11 IST

Nov 1 to be national mining day
The Mining Engineers' Association of India (MEAI), a national body of 5,000 mining engineers has announced that
from now on every year, November 1, will be celebrated as the National Mining Day. The association expressed ban
on mining in some areas across the country has aggravated the crisis by leaving the local people jobless.
Referring to the $4.4-billion Goa mining industry, it said, around 90,000 people became jobless in the last one year
due to the ban there. Speaking at the event, Singareni Colleries (SCCL) chairman and managing director, Sutirtha
Bhattacharya, said: "Mining is not going to go away, but the need of the hour is sustainability". He said SCCL would
invest Rs 10,360 crore over the 12th Plan period (2012-17).
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Indian Mining Day Celebrations – 1st November – Hyderabad

Indian Mining Day Celebrations – 1st November – Hyderabad
Indian Mining Day Celebrations in Hyderabad on 1st November.
Mining Community Officials Participated and Speaks About Nature Importance.
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Indian Mining Day observed in Rajasthan
ETV RAJASTHAN | FRI NOV 01, 2013 | 22:01 HRS

The Mining Engineers’ Association observed Indian Mining Day in Rajasthan on Friday. On the occasion,
association president OP Gupta said that the purpose of the event was to improve coordination between mining
professionals and stakeholders.
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Must address issues of land acquisition, eco clearances
HYDERABAD OCT. 31:
The Indian mining industry is in the throes of a crisis. Unless the Government comes out with a sound policy, addressing
issues such as land acquisition, mining leases, environmental clearances and protection of mineral bearing lands from
non-mining activity, the sector could face severe consequences.
This is the message that the 5,000-strong mining engineers will seek to give out when they observe National Mining Day
on November 1 across the country through various events such as debates, seminars and interactions.
“If the GDP has to increase and inclusive growth has to happen, mining has to overcome all challenges and grow in a big
way,” Arjeth Bagchhi, President of the Mining Engineers Association of India, said.
GROWTH POTENTIAL

According to the strategic plan document of the Ministry of Mines, this sector has the potential to contribute up to Rs
11.25 lakh crore to the GDP, creating about 15 million jobs by 2025.
But today, more than 80 per cent of the mining done in India is confined to the coal sector and the balance is for other
metals and raw materials like gold, copper, iron ore, lead, bauxite, zinc and uranium. India is estimated to have iron ore
reserves of 23 billion tonnes, accounting for six per cent of the global reserves, while coal reserves are reported to be about
255 billion tonnes.
MINES PROFILE

The number of mines reporting mineral production (excluding minor minerals, crude, natural gas and atomic minerals)
was around 2,076 in 2011-12, down from 2,355 in the previous year.

Andhra Pradesh had the biggest share of operating mines (354), followed by Gujarat (308), Rajasthan (241), Madhya
Pradesh (225), Karnataka (180) and Tamil Nadu (156).
“India‟s mining industry is set to reach $36.2 billion by 2016. But growth after 2012 continues to be curtailed by poor
operating environment,” Bagchhi said.
LOW PRODUCTIVITY

The industry is marked by low productivity.
For instance, productivity per miner in the Indian coal sector varies from 150 to 2,650 tonnes, as compared to 12,000
tonnes in the US.
Sutirtha Bhattacharya, CMD of Singareni Collieries, released a booklet on mining brought out by the association on the
eve of the National Mining Day today.
amitmitra@thehindu.co.in
(This article was published on October 31, 2013)
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